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Food Waste or Fuel Source?

CAL THINKING

DEPART!

vey Gershman Eshare | AEERA & &

Hahvee _ take out the gahbidge. . it stinks!” my mom used to remind me of
my household chore growing up in Pawtucket, R in the "60s. We had a 30-
gallon can for food waste in the back corner of our lot waiting to be collected
by the city and delivered to pig farmers for feed. Neighboring Providence did
it alttle differently: Ithad to be bundled in newspapers and set out for
collection, eventually to find its way to pig farmers.

Fastforward to the new millennium. We are serious about increasing
recycling even more by going after organics. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency reports that food waste accounts for approximately 21 namvev w. aenswan
percent of landiiled municipal solid waste (MSW), or around 35 milion tons

ver vear (TPY). This waste is a resource that can be used to produce biogas. for power production or
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